Joshua:  A Disciple’s Life 
Session 3: Joshua 5:13-8:29; Sermons of October 5 & 12

Icebreaker: What do you do when you receive instructions you don’t understand?  Ask questions?  Reinterpret them on your own?  Follow them without understanding?  Any good stories come to mind?  

1. How would you have felt if you were Joshua given these instructions to pass on to your military leaders?  

2. Genesis 3:24, Numbers 22:23, & 1 Chronicles 21:16 are the other places in the Bible we meet an angel with a drawn sword. Look at them in context.  What insight do these scenes give into Joshua 5-6?

3. What do you think was the purpose of the unique instructions God gave Joshua and Israel on how to approach Jericho?

4. Read Joshua 6:17-21, 24.  What purpose does this troubling command serve in God’s plans regarding Israel and the people of Jericho?  



Icebreaker (if covering in two sittings): Share a story of when your bad actions ended up costing others.  What feelings do you have when looking back on these events?  

5. Remind yourselves of the story of Achan.  Where might we be tempted to keep for ourselves things devoted to the LORD? 

6. Pastor Kevin used the example of a rotten tomato spoiling the who container.  How could/should this work among groups of Christians?  

a. Often when churches focus on holiness and right living what results is legalism and a practice of “shooting our wounded.” How do we uphold holiness in a grace-based culture?

Application: Identify for yourself devoted things that you are keeping for yourself.  Share with the group as you are led.
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